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                PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD  
   Meeting Minutes 

  October 3, 2018 

Opening: 

A meeting of the Lebanon Parks and Recreation Board was held at 7:00 p.m. on 10/3/2018 at the Lebanon 

City Building.  The meeting was called to order by Jeff Napier. 

In Attendance: 

Jeff Napier, Janie Bicknell, Jane Davis, Leo Cronin, Scott Nash, Scott Brunka, Adam Mathews, KC Stallings, 

Stephen Johns, Casey Burdick, and Guests: Rich Markich, Scott Rodgers, Bobby Budde 

A. Approval of September Minutes:  Motion to approve by Adam Mathews, seconded by Leo Cronin, 

approved by the board. 

B. Agenda: 

1. Soccer- Thunder United (TU)/Cincinnati United (CU) 

Rich Markich and Scott Rodgers introduced themselves and explained how the possible merger between 

TU & CU would work.  Both organizations see this as an opportunity to provide both recreation level 

play and for those who aspire to go to the next level of play a chance to pursue that without having to 

join a club elsewhere.  The TU board would remain intact with its current members and the head of 

coaching would remain.  This would primarily just be a name change.  CU currently has 940 athletes in 

their organization and 64 of those are Lebanon residents.  Scott Brunka asked if the Park Board had any 

concerns with TU/CU allowing the use of field area for the remainder of the current TU contract 

(expires fall 2020)?  The Park Board agreed that if it is just a name change on the contract, the insurance 

policy is updated, and everything else remains the same, they have no problem with the merger.  

Markich and Rodgers requested to be put on the next City Council work session agenda to seek approval 

for the name change on the current TU contract. 

2. Miller Park Update:  Parking lot expansion grant, LWCF Grant for bathrooms 

The parking lot expansion is scheduled to be bid in October 2018 with construction done in 2019.  

Utilizing the LWCF Grant for bathrooms at Miller Park was approved by both boards, Casey Burdick 

will apply for the grant, due in November 2018.  Casey requested a letter of support from the Park 

Board, Adam Mathews made a motion to provide a letter of support and Jeff Napier seconded, approved 

by board. 

3. Lebanon Bike Park Update  

At the previous weekend’s volunteer event, only 3 folks showed up, but we got some good work done 

including trimming back the weeds and fixing drainage on the Mountain Bike Trail.  The Outdoor 

Adventure Club/CORA is hosting kid’s educational rides every Saturday in October.   

4. Lebanon-Countryside YMCA Trail Extension/Re-alignment Grant 

This is moving forward, the City is waiting to hear back from the contractor for final layout plans and 

cost.  At this point it appears the project is on schedule. 

5. NRAC Grant – Turtle Creek Channel and Floodplain Restoration 

Bank stabilization permit submitted to the Army Corp of Engineers on Sept 19.  No T&E species found 

on the site during environmental surveys.  The final grade from water’s edge to top of slope will be 2:1 
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covered with a clover blend and will have a rock toe at the water line and beneath.  Bids were solicited 

from landscaping contractors to install a brick paver walk way in new park area, due back Oct 23.   

6. Clean Ohio Trails Fund – Northern Bike Trail Extension 

This project has been temporarily put on hold due to the possible 511 N. Broadway Redevelopment 

project 

7. 2018 Red Hot Blues Run 

Notes recapped from the September meeting: Casey wanted to thank everyone who helped with the run.  

The number of registrations were down by 60 folks from 2017.  The day of registrations were much 

lower than normal and the number of sponsorship dollars.  The 2018 run only net profited $4800, about 

half of what was made in 2017.  There was discussion that there were many completing events going on 

that day that might contribute to less registrations, also it was very hot that evening.  The City wants to 

discuss if it makes sense to continue offering the RHBR or if there are ways to tweak the event to make 

it better.  Netting under $5000 makes the amount of effort that goes into organizing the event, hardly 

worth what is gained.  A couple of options offered was to make it a morning race, lower the entry fee, 

and try to find a way to a make the 10k & 15k a loop instead of an out and back.  Casey asked the group 

to continue to brainstorm. 

 After the recap, we discussed the possibility of moving the race to the morning, possibly finding 

a “hook or gimmick” to attract runners, have the sponsors help hand out the medals to get more visibility 

for them, and work more with the Blues Fest organizers to help cross promote.  Casey also brought 

possibly moving the race to the morning of Oktoberfest, it would be cooler and we could do one day of 

fund raising for the parks.  We could still do a gimmick like possibly handing out soft pretzels at the 

finish.  Casey asked the group to think about it and try to come up with a decision for next meeting, so 

we can work on improvements for next year. 

8. Oktoberfest- Saturday, October 13th:  

The event is coming together, but still need volunteers to help the day of the event. 

9. Wilderness First Aid Course- Postponed until spring 

Had to postpone event due to Hurricane Florence and the instructor assisting with FEMA.  Will 

reschedule for spring and try to partner with local outfitters like Great Miami Outfitters, Roads Rivers & 

Trails, and Benchmark for cross marketing. 

10. NatureWorks Grant- Repaving Pleasant Park Basketball Courts 

Casey submitted the application to ODNR at the end of May, waiting to hear back. 

11. Updating Park’s Master Plan 

We will be utilizing the Warren Co Regional Planning Commission to assist with developing this plan.  

The park board was asked to decide on which parks or green spaces should be focused on as part of this 

study.  So far the following areas were mentioned: Jared Park, Harmon Park is interested in studying if 

the golf course is the best use for that portion of their land, and how green space can be incorporated 

into the W. Main St. development areas. 

 Other areas brought up include Bowman Preserve, updates to the Dog Park, possibly converting 

the Tecumseh Trail to a skateboard park/outdoor gym, Colonial Park and possibly installing a pond near 

the swinging bridge, and developing the land behind the Black Barn into a park. 

 

 Next Meeting Wednesday, November 7th at 7:00 PM at the City Building.   

Submitted by Casey Burdick 
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